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C&O Art Exhibit to Benefit Computers4Kids

CHARLOTTESVILLE (October 23, 2002)—The newly-opened C & O Art Gallery at 511 East Water Street will host a public art exhibit featuring the works of celebrated artist George Speck, from November 12th  through November 30th.  Dr. Speck is generously donating a portion of the show’s proceeds to benefit Computers4Kids, a local non-profit organization that gives computers to lower-income Charlottesville and Albemarle teenagers and helps the students develop their technology skills.

“I am pleased to have such a noted artist so early in the life of my new gallery,” said Dave Simpson, owner of the C&O Gallery and the C&O Restaurant. “I am pleased the show can help Computers4Kids at the same time.” 

Born in Charlottesville and a graduate of the University of Virginia, George Speck obtained a doctorate in Art Therapy from New York University before pursuing additional art study in Rome and Paris. While many of his woodcuts and paintings reflect his world-wide travels, he continues to draw inspiration from his childhood home in Virginia. His critically-acclaimed light and color-filled impasto canvases can be found in public and private collections around the world. He has had over 40 one-man shows, and his works have been exhibited in museums and galleries worldwide.
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This July, Dr. Speck was in Charlottesville to visit the Computers4Kids Program at 999 Grove Street. Following the visit, he remarked: “I think it is wonderful that volunteers are mentoring these young people, helping them develop the skills they need in an increasingly technology-dependent world.  My hope is that this show will draw many visitors who purchase my art, allowing me to lend some measure of financial support to this worthy cause.” 

Computers4Kids was established in 1999 to foster computer skills and give a computer with appropriate software to city and county students who, without the program, would have neither the skills nor the computer. The computers are donated by individuals or corporations and refurbished by volunteers. Over a 9-month period, the students attend classes at the C4K Lab on Grove Street for computer training and mentoring. 

“It is important that these deserving students “earn” a computer they otherwise would not be able to have at home,” stated Kala Somerville, Executive Director of Computers4Kids. “But the “magic” of our program is the mentoring relationship that seems to empower both mentor and student.  Our kids leave C4K with enhanced self-esteem and confidence about their technology skills as well as themselves.  That is what I am most proud of.” 

The exhibit opens to the public on Tuesday, November 12 with a 6:00-9:00P.M. reception hosted by C&O Restaurant, 515 E. Water Street, Charlottesville. For additional information, call Computers4Kids at 817-1121. 

