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Girls Intelligence Agency awards local Charlottesville C4K Student with honor, outshining 600+ girls nationwide

“MY HEART WAS POUNDING SO WHEN I HEARD I HAD WON THIS.  I WAS SO EXCITED.  I JUST COULDN’T BELIEVE IT.”  
Those are the Pulitzer-sounding words of Girls Intelligence Agency (GIA) and DreamWorks Studio’s newly selected essay winner, 13 year old Tammy Gibson. Tammy is inviting 100 of her “closest” friends for a private screening of the much touted new flick for girls, Spirit:: Stallion of the Cimarron May 23rd at the Carmike Theater…one night before the nationwide opening.  

The Computer4Kidz student has been selected based on an essay she submitted following a private GIA event she was invited to attend with fourteen other C4K girls in Washington D.C. last month.  The girls had the opportunity to meet and hang out with Dreamworks’ Producer/Directors Mireille Soira and Lorna Cook as well as Soundtrack Composer, Bryan Adams, and studio head, Jeffrey Katzenberg.

Albemarle County’s Henley Middle School student exclaims, “I had never been to Washington, and it was my very first subway ride...it was exciting to meet those people who made the movie.”

Girls Intelligence Agency is an LA based organization dedicated to helping companies better understand girls. GIA hosts special events across the country ranging from private movie screenings to slumber parties to in-room hangouts with their registered 40,000 GIA Agents. These girls have a voice and GIA works closely with the girls to ensure their voices are being heard. Companies who create products and services for girls are desperate to better understand girls, Dreamworks is no exception, recognizing the importance of gearing more movies to girls! 

Tammy participates in Computers4Kids (C4K) that opens the doors of technology to Charlottesville and Albemarle [Virginia] disadvantaged youth.  Without intervention, these kids would not have access to computers or gain knowledge on the basic how-to in technology.  Businesses and individuals donate old computers to be refurbished as well as provide ongoing computer training and mentoring for nine months.  Each deserving student enjoys EARNING his/her computer through demonstrated effort in the lab and classes, and finally receives a refurbished computer.

Virginia National Bank President Mark Giles is Development Chair of C4K. “We know of other computer distribution programs, but we do not know of any that combine the computer distribution with the intensive class work and mentoring…the kids consider the program their own.  We believe C4K will make a significant impact on improved school performance, and, ultimately, on better preparedness of our workforce.”

Tammy’s computer illiterate mother says the computer knowledge is spreading throughout the family, “C4K has just meant so much for our family, and I am so pleased that Tammy can be in this program.”

Since January 2001, C4K has trained 130 students.  64-percent remain active.  Fact:  standards have been raised and computers have been earned!! C4K Executive Director Kala Somerville says special events and field trips are a frequent way to expand the horizons, “This GIA trip was a special opportunity designed for girls, and I am delighted we could take our students.  The fact that Tammy has won the contest is so wonderful.  We are pleased for her personally and for the honor she has brought C4K.”

BASED ON THE OUTSTANDING SUCCESS OF THESE MENTORING EVENTS, SPIRIT AND GIA HAVE LAUNCHED A CAMPAIGN FOR OPENING WEEKEND – 

GET YOUR SPIRIT ON! More Movies For Girls. 

GIRLS WHO SEE SPIRIT DURING THE OPENING WEEK AND SEND IN THEIR JOURNAL ENTRY ON WHY SPIRIT IS A GREAT GIRL MOVIE AND WHY HOLLYWOOD NEEDS TO MAKE MORE MOVIES FOR GIRLS, HAVE A CHANCE TO WIN A TRIP TO LOS ANGELES AND A GIA SLUMBER PARTY WITH A FULL TOUR OF DREAMWORKS STUDIOS. 

GET YOUR SPIRIT ON! – MORE MOVIES FOR GIRLS- IS A CHANCE FOR GIRLS TO SHOUT OUT TO HOLLYWOOD AND HAVE THEIR VOICES BE HEARD. EACH GIRL WHO SEES THE MOVIE AND SUBMITS HER AWESOME JOURNAL ENTRY BEFORE MAY 31 IS ELIGIBLE TO WIN SOME AMAZING PRIZES! ALL ENTRIES SHOULD BE EMAILED TO INFO@PLANETLALA.COM AND WILL BE POSTED ON www.Planetlala.com DREAMWORKS AND GIA ARE EMPOWERING THESE GIRLS TO START SHAKING UP HOLLYWOOD. 

LOS ANGELES (May 21, 2002)  - 
Direct quotes from essays submitted by the GIA GIRLS at the mentoring sessions:

“Being invited to this whole GIA thing and being one of the 1st girls to see ‘Spirit-Stallion of the Cimarron’ has been the most exciting thing that has happened to me. Also meeting Mr. Katzenberg, Ms. Soria and Ms. Cooke was a once in a lifetime opportunity that I will never forget” -Holly, 8
“This movie touched my heart. I cried so hard and some times i laughed.
this movie is the best. I think every one in the hole world should see this. If they do tell them to bring a box of tishus. Spirit u changed my life” –Kimmie, 7

“The mentors taught me … how important it is to love what you do everyday….  I have never felt so connected to a movie in my life!! So once again, thank you to the GIA and to the mentors for this experience I will never forget it.  I hope they make many more movies like it again soon! -Brittany 12

“The open forum was a great opportunity to voice opinions on how women are portrayed in movies and ask Ms. Cook and Ms. Soria about how they entered the movie industry. I look forward to seeing this film again and bringing my friends along. I have no doubt they will enjoy it as much as I did”- Caroline 9th grade
“I learned a lot about myself…that if I am myself I can accomplish more in this world than if I try to be someone else. I also learned that when I grow-up I can do any career I want to do with the right training”- Nicole 13

“What a fabulous evening! I got encouragement and inspiration from
girls who knew they could go to the top. I love drawing and always thought it would be fun to draw for a living. It was cool to meet someone who does, like Lorna. I liked the idea of the story - NEVER GIVE UP!” Kerry 10
GIA resource files on spending:
· GIRLS SPEND OVER $67B ANNUALLY.

· THERE ARE OVER 18MM GIRLS 10-19 IN THE US
· TEENS BOUGHT 40% OF THE MOVIE TICKETS SOLD LAST YEAR- OVER 1/2 OF THOSE WERE GIRLS
· GIRLS OUTNUMBER BOYS ONLINE
· GIRLS SPEND MORE TIME ONLINE THAN BOYS
Girls Intelligence Agency provides companies with the power to succeed in the $67B Girl market. Take a crash course on girls. Secure clear next actions for growth out of a GIA Slumber Party. Subscribe to the quarterly GIA GirlWorld Report to stay on top of the motivations behind this growing demographic.
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