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Jazz Concert to Benefit Computers4Kids

CHARLOTTESVILLE (January 16, 2003)—The Marcus Johnson Project will headline a Jazz Concert at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 25, 2003 at The Monticello Event and Conference Center in Charlottesville. A portion of the proceeds from the program will go to Computers4Kids, a local non-profit organization that closes the gap between Charlottesville and Albemarle County children who can afford to have a home computer and those who cannot. 

Jazz pianist/composer Marcus Johnson will be joined by musicians David Dyson, Earl Carter, Rob Maletick, Jackiem Joyner, and vocalist Jarrard Anthony. Johnson has performed at clubs throughout the United States and has been a featured performer at many jazz festivals, including the Capitol Jazz Festival, the Bermuda Jazz Festival, Atlantic Artscape, the Latin Meets Jazz Festival, and the Huntington Beach Jazz Festival. 

Besides being a renowned musician and composer, Johnson holds both a law degree and an MBA from Georgetown Law School and business school, and is president of Marimelj Entertainment Group, LLC, a Washington, DC-based recording studio, music publishing company, and record label (Three Keys Music) featuring some of today’s most exciting contemporary jazz and vocal talents. Fall 2002 releases include Johnson’s own In Person: Live at Blues Alley, a nearly 75-minute disc recorded at the historic Blues Alley in Washington, D.C. The disc features live arrangements of tracks from each of Johnson’s five previous releases, including his much sought after debut, Lessons in Love, which catapulted him onto the contemporary jazz scene in 1995. 
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Computers4Kids was established in 1999 to foster computer skills and give a computer with appropriate software to city and county students. In addition to donating computers to area youth, Computers4Kids provides free computer training and matches every youth with a volunteer mentor. Together the mentor and student creatively explore various aspects of the computer and technology.


“This is only Computers4Kids’ second fundraiser and we wanted to host something unique,” said Kala Somerville, Executive Director. “We felt that a benefit jazz concert would not only help Computers4Kids, but it would also bring a new and exciting entertainment venue to our community that everyone would enjoy.”


Plans are being finalized for a pre-concert program in the early afternoon of the 25th at the Computers4Kids’ office at the Connected Community Technology Center (999 Grove Street) for Music Resource students, Computers4Kids students, mentors,  and parents. The festivities will begin with a program featuring the work being done by students at both Computers4Kids and the Music Resource Center. The two organizations are currently working on a joint project to produce a music CD that is expected to be released in late spring. The program will include short presentations by Music Resource Center participants, followed by Computers4Kids students and their mentors who will showcase their computer projects. Marcus Johnson will make a special guest appearance at the pre-concert party and will give a brief talk to students and guests. 

The concert is open to the public. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. and complimentary hors d’oeuvres will be served. Individual tickets are $20, while VIP tables seating eight are available for $200. Tickets can be purchased at Plan 9, www.wackyentertainment.musictoday.com, at The Monticello Event and Conference Center, or at Computers4Kids, 999 Grove Street. For additional information, call Computers4Kids at 817-1121. 

