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Computers4Kids Awarded $25,000 Grant

CHARLOTTESVILLE (February 11, 2003)—Computers4Kids has been awarded a $25,000 grant from the Perry Foundation, a local foundation donating to non-profits in the Charlottesville-Albemarle area. The money will be used to purchase laptop computers to accommodate the overflow of students C4K services each week. 

Computers4Kids was established in 1999 to foster computer skills and give a computer with appropriate software to city and county students. In addition to donating computers to area youth, Computers4Kids provides free computer training and matches every youth with a volunteer mentor. Together the mentor and student creatively explore various aspects of the computer and technology.

“Currently, C4K is serving nearly 130 children in any given week and, to a degree, has become a victim of its own success,” explained Kala Somerville, Executive Director, in her grant application. “We lease our lab facility located in the Connected Community Technology Center at 999 Grove Street from the Entrepreneurial Village. We have the space and equipment for training of 15 students at a time in the lab, but on many days we overflow our capacity. We do not want to turn our students away, and we think we have come up with a very workable solution.”

That solution involves the Virginia Piedmont Technology Council, which has a conference room upstairs from the C4K lab that is large enough for 26 additional students and mentors. Although VPTC graciously offered this space to C4K during certain hours of the day, it lacked the equipment needed for computer hookups and for teaching. The grant from the Perry Foundation will enable C4K to provide the hardware and software necessary to serve additional children and allow C4K to keep all of its activities under one roof, a safety issue very important to the C4K program. 

For additional information on Computers4Kids, please call 434-817-1121 or on the Web, www.computers4kids.net.
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