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Computers4Kids Marks 10,000th  Mentoring Session
CHARLOTTESVILLE (September 21, 2006)—Computers4Kids (C4K), the Charlottesville area’s only after-school technology mentoring program for low income youth, is proud to announce that it has achieved its landmark 10,000th mentoring session.  Mentor and student pair, Chad Cross and Jacob Berry, met yesterday evening for their hour and a half-long technology mentoring session and were pleased to discover this is the 10,000th time mentor-student pairs have done so since C4K’s inception six short years ago.
Established in 1999, Computers4Kids is a local non-profit organization whose goal is to improve low income youths’ computer and learning skills through caring mentorship, structured training, a vibrant learning environment, and access to a computer at home.  In 2000, Computers4Kids opened its computer lab and welcomed its first mentors and students, where together they creatively explored various aspects of the computer and technology. 
In a short time, Computers4Kids has had a great impact on the community, which its 10,000 mentoring session aptly demonstrates.  In March 2006, the organization was presented with the Virginia Mentoring Partnership’s Best Mentoring Program Award, an honor that has truly validated and inspired our mission.
      “Mentoring is important to me because of the relationships formed,” says Chad.  “From the shared laughs to the completed projects,” he explains, “it's really special to be involved in a kid's life, especially knowing that it makes a difference.”  A student relatively new the program, Jacob exclaims Computers4Kids “…is a lot better than school!” and he is thrilled at the new things he’s learning on the computer.

With close to 100 new students every year, a growing professional team, and two new computer labs, Computers4Kids sees a bright future for the organization and for our local youth.  
For photos and additional information on the program, call Computers4Kids at 817-1121 or visit their website: www.computers4kids.net. 

