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Computers4Kids Graduates 14 Students

CHARLOTTESVILLE (April 10, 2007)— Computers4Kids (C4K) has 14 more success stories to tell. On Monday, April 23, C4K will graduate 14 Charlottesville and Albemarle County youth who successfully completed C4K’s computer training and mentoring program. University of Virginia Department of Music visiting professor Heather Maxwell will be the keynote speaker.
Established in 1999, Computers4Kids is a local non-profit organization whose goal is to improve low income youths’ computer and learning skills through caring mentorship, structured training, a vibrant learning environment, and access to a computer at home.  Students are paired with a volunteer mentor and together they creatively explore various aspects of the computer and technology. The mentor/student interaction is as much about friendship and support as it is about education. 

The Spring 2007 graduating class attended training sessions at the C4K computer lab for at least nine months. Each worked with their mentor on such projects as creating video games, making digital music, building websites, designing T-shirts, creating digital videos, and learning how to do effective Internet research.
The Spring graduation ceremony will commence at 6pm at the Monticello Event and Conference Center and will include an awards ceremony for volunteers who have donated a significant amount of time to the program. U.V.a. visiting professor Heather Maxwell will give the keynote address. Ms. Maxwell specializes in ethnomusicology, particularly African music, and she is also a performer of traditional African music, having released two CDs.  She is currently developing a music-performance intervention model for academic, youth, and international development programs committed to diversity, sustainable development, and community building.  This will be the eleventh class to complete the C4K program, bringing the total of graduated students to 229 since 2001.  

