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Youth Driven Programming
What does it mean when we say C4K’s programming is youth-driven? It means 
that we listen to our members and provide the kinds of experiences they want  
and need. For example, when members pulled an old bicycle from the dumpster 
with the idea of turning it into an ice cream machine, we said, “what do you  
need to bring that vision to life?” The bicycle ice cream machine shows what  
The Clubhouse@C4K does best, with over a dozen members collaborating on it, 
guided by Clubhouse mentors. Members brought together their interests, 
knowledge, and skills in science, technology, the arts, and math to engineer a 
machine that spins bags of cream and rock salt together. In this project, as in real 
life, the first tries weren’t successful, and members used problem solving skills to 
keep trying for a successful outcome.
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C4K members with their bicycle ice cream 
machine.

Spring Break Arduino Camp
Arduinos are open-sourced protyping platforms 
based on easy-to-use hardware and software. Arduino 
boards read inputs to do things like light up or switch 
on and off. Arduinos can help anyone make interactive 
projects, and programming them is a valuable skill. 
C4K members worked with volunteers to learn how 
to code an Arduino to trigger an action based on an 
input. Their projects ranged from touch sensitive shoes 
that trigger LEDs to light up when pressure is applied, 
to a lock box with a working keypad, to a cat-ear 
headpiece with a mechanized twitching effect.

The camp was co-facilitated by April Anlage, C4K’s University Internship Program 
Intern, Domenick Packett and Patrick Best of Tech Dynamism, and Matt Baron, an 
Electrical Engineering student at UVA.

C4K volunteers April Anlage and Matt Baron, 
engineering students at UVA, provide  
guidance to C4K members.

C4K member Trevoris Hines  
engineers a “fire walker”  
pattern onto a shoe during 
spring break Arduino camp.

Whether it is inventing an umbrella hat, building a working replica of Big Ben, or producing 
audio and video projects, C4K members build skills while having fun and working on activities 
and projects that interest them. See what our members said about The Clubhouse@C4K in the 
Youth Impact Survey, and see more results at http://www.computers4kids.net/c4k-impact/.



S u m m e r  2 0 1 6

2 www.computers4kids.net · 434.817.1121 

C4K Members Prepare For College and Careers
As a member of The Clubhouse Network, C4K is excited to extend our focus on college and 
career readiness through Clubhouse to College/Career (C2C) programming. C2C is all about 
self-sufficiency. C2C programming helps young people gain the skills and knowledge they 
need to take an active role in ensuring their own success. C4K recently hosted several C2C 
workshops and events to help members find and navigate pathways into their academic  
and professional futures. 

WebSlam
C4K members applied newly acquired tech, design, and coding skills in the first round of C4K’s 
WebSlam series. With support from a City of Charlottesville CDBG grant, C4K paired up with 
local, low-income businesses who wished to increase their web presence. Four knowledgeable 
C4K members met with three business owners over the course of a week in March 2016 to 
design a custom, professional WordPress website for each business. This real world career 
experience included members being compensated for their time and services.

College Essay Contest
C4K’s annual college essay workshop and contest for high school seniors was conducted 
during the fall and winter 2015.  The winner was announced at C4K’s spring showcase in May. 
The workshop guided members on the elements of writing a strong personal essay, and was 
timed so that their essays would be ready for college applications.

All workshop participants have been accepted into and plan to attend college this August. 
The contest winner, Josh Davis, is enrolled at PVCC to pursue his education in medical studies. 
Thanks to the continued support from the Bernard J. Fitzpatrick Memorial Scholarship through 
the Jack Jouett Chapter National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution, C4K 
provided a laptop and printer as a prize for the winner. 

FAFSA Workshop 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is a form that prospective and current 
college students complete each year to determine their eligibility for financial aid. In 2016, 
C4K teamed up with Staige Davis, the College Advisor at Charlottesville High School and a 
member of the Virginia College Advising Corps, to offer a series of FAFSA workshops for C4K. 
By completing their FAFSA forms early in January, C4K members were able to qualify for the 
maximum amount of state and federal aid.

Summer Job Workshop
Summer jobs are important to C4K members. In March 2016 C4K provided a workshop to help 
prepare them for part-time jobs and their future careers. Volunteers from the Junior League of 
Charlottesville and C4K volunteers helped members with resumes, conducted mock interview 
sessions, assisted with online job applications, prepared for upcoming job fairs, and provided 
guidance on dressing for a job interview.

C4K Member Michael Sadikoglu creates a professional 
website for local business owner Tommy George.

C4K contest winner Josh Davis received a laptop and 
printer for his winning essay. He is pictured with  
Esther Davis, his mother (left), and Carolyn Fitzpatrick, 
Jack Jouett Chapter of the NSDAR (right). 

C4K member Atiqullah Mohammad-Nasim and Staige 
Davis, College Advisor at Charlottesville High School.

Junior League of Charlottesville volunteers assist  
C4K members with composing resumes for summer 
job applications.
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C4K is pleased to continue our partnership with UVA Medical School as a host site for the Social 
Issues in Medicine course. Through this partnership, during the spring and fall semesters, C4K 
has a first-year medical student volunteer (or two!) for three hours each week to work with 
our members. Medical student volunteers lead workshops and activities focused on science, 
technology, and engineering. Former volunteer, Dennis Wang, extended his commitment by 
successfully mentoring a C4K member after his UVA course service was completed.

“Working at C4K has been awesome,” said Stephen Bowen, this 
semester’s volunteer. By experiencing The Clubhouse@C4K first 
hand, Stephen has been able to learn more about the community 
we serve and the benefits for youth coming to C4K. “It’s an 
incredible resource and experience being provided for these kids 
who might not otherwise get the same exposure,” said Stephen.  
“I’m happy to be a part of it.”

Professional Technologies
C4K is all about empowering youth through granting 
full access to resources. In The Clubhouse@C4K youth 
learn and work on professional technologies – hardware, 
software and equipment – that build skills they can apply 
immediately and in the future. Thanks to the Junior 
League of Charlottesville for generously donating a heat 
press to The Clubhouse@C4K! This piece of professional 
equipment, paired with a vinyl cutter, allows members  
to create professional clothing and products while they 
gain real skills using design software and hardware.

Stephen Bowen, UVA Medical 
Student and C4K volunteer.

Whitney Kenerly

C4K member Israel Zamora and his mentor,  
James Norris, apply a soccer ball design to a t-shirt.

C4K member Alicia Porter with her golden 
dragon design.

Thank you to Whitney Kenerly, who shared 
her enthusiasm and talents with C4K as 
our AmeriCorps Vista member this year. 
She will be missed!  Thank you to Virginia 
Mentoring Partnership for continuing to 
work with the Corporation for National 
and Community Service to offer this 
capacity building opportunity.

Special Thanks

C4K Partner Spotlight: UVA Medical School

Mentor Pair Celebration
Congratulations!  C4K recognized the achievements 
of twenty-two members at our spring Mentor Pair 
Celebration. Each member met with their mentor 
weekly for at least nine months and brought their 
ideas to life by creating two in-depth S.T.E.A.M. 
based projects.  These members continue to create 
and innovate with their peers in The Clubhouse@
C4K design studio.

C4K mentor Alicia Cowan-Brown and her learning 
partner Massa Johnson.

Families and friends celebrate the achievements  
of twenty-two C4K members and their dedicated  
volunteer mentors.
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C4K would like to thank the following businesses 
for their contributions to this newsletter:
T&N Printing, printing
Probe Incorporated, design

Hardware Donation Updates
C4K takes laptops (Windows 7 capable or  
MacBooks) and tablets. 
C4K is no longer taking donated printers or CPUs.  

Interested in becoming a mentor?
Visit www.computers4kids.net to learn 
more, and fill out an application today!

“I like the green room. I want to film a movie 
trailer in it.” – C4K Member

Workplace Giving:
Commonwealth of VA Campaign  
Combined Federal Campaign

Your donation  
makes a difference.
Donate now and you can double the 
impact of your donation and help C4K 
fill our renovated Clubhouse with the 
equipment needed to bring our young 
people’s ideas to life! C4K youth members 
need new technology and furniture to outfit 
the updated space that includes new audio and video studios. With support from  
a challenge grant through The Perry Foundation, every dollar we raise up to $30,000 will 
be matched, if we raise at least $30,000. Help us reach our goal to raise $30,000 by June 
30, 2016! Come see the impact of your support at The Clubhouse@C4K Grand Opening 
celebration on Friday, September 9, from 5:00pm – 7:30pm.


