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C4K (COMPUTERS4KIDS) CELEBRATES All THINGS S.T.E.A.M WITH A SUMMER PACKED 
FULL OF EXCITING CAMPS 

  
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA (June 13, 2017) Summer is here, and C4K (Computers4Kids) has a 
summer packed full of opportunities for Charlottesville’s youth to learn by having fun.  
 
C4K is about computers and so much more.  We are a S.T.E.A.M powered makerspace. C4K 
empowers low-income youth by bringing together technology and imagination through 
supportive mentoring, youth-driven programming, and skill building for life success. 
 
We believe learning should be fun! This summer’s camps include: 
 
Hauntings Smart House Camp // June 19 - 30 
Youth members to create C4K's Haunted House world-premiere! Members will join Prof. Reid 
Bailey (UVA School of Engineering) and UVA’s Brown College ‘Hauntings on the Hill’ team to 
design and build the interior of C4K's first haunted house – to be featured at the annual 
Hauntings on the Hill at UVA in October 2017. This camp is made possible due to the 
generosity of  The Junior League of Charlottesville.  
 
Youth will: 

- Work as a product design team. 
- Program Arduino to automate props. 
- Build smart-props with LittleBits. 
- 3D print custom parts. 
- Design the interior space and experience. 
- Create and record sound effects. 
- Be actors in the haunted house. 

 
Wild Rock: Art and Film Camp // July 10 – 28 
Youth will create and star in a documentary film, all about storytelling! C4K members will 
spend two weeks at Wildrock, Crozet’s new three-acre playscape, rich with history. Members 
will explore the area, meet inhabitants, experience roots music and learn the story of the land. 
The process will be captured in a documentary film directed by Mark Wilson (LUCA Films), 
shot by youth members, and edited with our friends at Light House Studio.  
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Youth will: 
- Explore Wildrock’s three-acre nature playscape.  
- Learn to identify plants and artifacts. 
- Learn the land's story: explore, interview and research a cast of characters with 
ancestral roots to the land pre-Europeans, plantation times, prohibition era and more. 
- Build a permanent art sculpture-installation where future visitors will tell their stories. 
- Crew a pro documentary team: sound, cameras, lighting.  
- Post production: storyboard, edit, score, in partnership with Light House Studio.  
- Create film marketing and promotions plus, screen the final film.  

 
Music Video Camp // July 31 - August 4 
In partnership with our friends at the Music Resource Center, youth will choose an original 
track, storyboard, act, film and edit a music video!  
 
Entrepreneur Camp // August 7 - 18 
Youth who dream of running a business or creating a product will receive seed capital, 
mentoring and guidance to start their business! This camp is hosted in partnership with 
WAGiLabs and the City of Charlottesville's Office of Economic Development. 
 
Youth will:  

- Learn to invest their seed capital. 
- Develop entrepreneurial skills.  
- Learn how to set goals and plan. 
- Recognize their customer’s needs. 
- Understand and apply business ethics. 
- Identify efficient methods for production and distribution. 
- Build their brand and market their business. 
- Learn from business owners and city developers.  
 

C4K Annual Showcase!  // August 25 | 5pm – 7pm  
Explore and celebrate C4K member's awesome science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
math projects from this year! Learn and be inspired by members and their innovations. 
Refreshments, music, and entertainment provided! 
 
C4K Executive Director Kala Somerville says, “We are encouraging the public to follow the 
#C4KCamp17 hashtag, AND to go beyond digital engagement and become involved in 
making a real impact, by mentoring!  Mentoring relationships are basic human connections 
that let a young person know they matter. Having a mentor empowers young people to make 
smart choices that put them on a path to making good life decisions.  Plus, mentoring is fun!” 
 
About C4K: C4K is a free, after-school and summer mentoring program for youth in 7th -12th 
grade who qualify for free and reduced lunch and live in Charlottesville or Albemarle County. 
 

https://wagilabs.org/


Contact: Lizzie Hoeppner 
C4K 

945 Second St SE 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 

434-817-1121 ex. 4 
lizzie@computers4kids.net 

www.computers4kids.net 
 
Since 2001, C4K has offered a safe out-of-school time learning studio where volunteer 
mentors help underserved youth express themselves through technology while building new 
skills and sparking new interests for college and career success. 
 
Our youth members discover new interests and acquire jobs skills as they create their own 
animations, robots, movies, science experiments, podcasts, websites, music, 3D projects, and 
so much more!  Members that work with a mentor earn a free home laptop.  Our programs 
help youth prepare for college and careers: 97% of our members graduate high school on 
time, and 92% have gone on to college.  
 
Mentoring happens on site at our downtown location in the IX Building, near many city 
schools.  
 
Want to become a mentor? 
Mentoring at C4K is a great opportunity for members of the public to serve as a role model to 
youth while building skills and connecting with like-minded volunteers in our 
community.  C4K provide one-on-one and group mentors with training, support, and access 
to learning tools.  All mentoring takes place at C4K’s creative learning studios in the Frank IX 
Building near downtown Charlottesville.   Community members interested in mentoring can 
learn more by visiting www.computers4kids.net or calling 434-817-1121 ex. 2.    
 
Want to become a member? 
Being a member at C4K allows low-income youth a safe place to make new friends, express 
themselves, explore their interests, discover their greatest talents, and find out who they are. 
Members can: design a t-shirt, build a robot, record a song, make jewelry, create a website, 
produce a TV show, start a business, earn a laptop and so much more! 
 
Youth interested in becoming a member can learn more by 
visiting www.computers4kids.net or calling  434-817-1121 ex. 2.     
 
ENDS 
 
For more information about C4K visit: 
  
www.computers4kids.net or email info@computers4kids.net or call 434-817-1121. 
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